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Governor Says Sum 
Of Surplus Will Go 
For Rural Program, 


Raleigh. — Assurance that any 
and all funds accumulated in the} 


Highway Fund by the end of the'§ 


current fiscal year will be used on 
secondary roads has recently been | 


given in a public statement by'| 


Governor R. Gregg Cherry. 
Pointing out that allocations 
from the Highway Fund for all 
highway purposes are based upon 
advance estimates of revenue to 
advance estimates of revenue to be 
received, Governor Cherry revealed 
that current monthly revenues are 
running approximately $433.500 
ahead of the estimates. If this level | 
of receipts continues, he said, al 


proximately $5,200,000 in surplus 
funds will be available for highway | 
uses by June 30. 

Noting that the present State | 
administration has laid heavy em- 
phasis on the building and improve- 
ment of secondary roads, the Gover- 
nor gave a definite assurance that 
any surplus on hand at the end of} 
the fiscal year, whether it amounted 
to five million dollars or a smaller 
sum, would be used entirely for} 
rural road work. | 


| 


PRICE TRENDS 
AND SUPPLY 


BY R. G. KING 
Purchasing Department 


Demand for goods still remains at 
or near an all-time high, but there 
are signs of some weakening of 
demand at present prices. Prices 
are shooting in all directions. Many 
commodity prices, instead of going 
up have taken a nose-dive. How- 
ever, many finished products are 
being raised. 

Contrary to the general impres- | 
sion of the past couple of weeks, 
the increase in steel is not general 
and not inflationary. It will not 


fini | oy 
ckyrocket Cosisiat inished PENA scr ation in the State, seven are 


as was expected. It is a minor 
adjustment, not a major price boost 


higher prices. What happened was 


some semi-finished grades that were 
too low and out of line. 

Used automobile sales are lag- 
ging now and new cars offered in 
the grey market at marked-up 

(Continued on page two) 


' State, the State Highway and Pub- 


, advertised for bids on construction 


4 . ‘much smaller number of prisoners 
nor a go-sign for a whole series of , P 


i 


that U. S. Steel raised prices on: 


OLD AND NEW PRISON CAMPS 


Four of the State Prison System’s cage-type camps, using quarters 
similar to those formerly in use at the Greene County Prison Camp 
(top picture, above) will be replaced in the near future by modern brick 
cell-block camps like the Person County Prison Camp (lower picture) 
and most others in the State. (Photos by H. K. Witherspoon.) 


Prisoners’ Cage Quarters On Way Out 
As Bids Are Asked For Four New Camps 


(9) 
camps in existence, seven of which 
are in actual operation. A building 
program inaugurated several years 
ago resulted in the replacement of 
most of the obsolete buildings, but 
the advent of World War II 

of four new prison camps to replace | brought the modernization program 

present cage-type camps in Nash,|to a halt. Last fall, the plans were 


Hertford, Carteret and Sampson/ again brought out and advertise- 
counties. ment of bids was made. Although 


Of the prison camps now in adequate bids on construction of 
the new buildings were received, 

and insufficient number of bids on 
plumbing and heating facilities was 
submitted, so the project was de- 
ferred. 
Present plans, according to State 
Penal Director Clyde O. Robinson, 
call for replacement of four cage 
camps this year, and four more at 
some later date. 


The’ location of the camps and 
(Continued on page three) 


Raleigh.—In a renewed attempt 
to provide completely modern camp 
facilities for all prisoners in the 


lic Works Commission on March 3 


the cage type, and are used by a 


than are accommodated in the more 
modern camps. The move toward 
replacing the “cage” quarters, how- 
ever, is being made chiefly as a 
means of improving living condi- 
tions rather than housing an in- 
creased number of prisoners. 

At present, there are eight cage 


| 
i} 
Taylor fired in performance of duty. 


One Prisoner Dies, 
Two Others Escape 
In Carthage Break 


Carthage. — One prisoner was 
shot to death by a guard aand two 
others made good their escape in a 
break from a road gang working 
out of the Moore County Prison 
Camp here shortly before noon on 
March 9. 

R. D. Taylor, 22-year-old Lum- 
|berton white man, was identified 
iby prison authorities as the pri- 
soner who was killed when he failed 
to heed a command to halt, and 
‘received a charge of buckshot in 
the head. He was serving a total 
of 30-36 months on two counts of 
|breaking, entering, and larceny 
from Robeson county. 

The two men who escaped were 
Everett Watts, 27, of Robeson 
county, who was sentenced in that 
county January 26, 1948 to serve 
21 months for larceny; and Marvin 
Overman, 32, of Randolph county, 
who was sentenced there February 
16, 1948 to serve 12 months for 
breaking, entering and larceny. 

Results of a coroner’s inquest 
revealed that the guard who killed 


Kenneth F. Wooten 
Appointed To Staff 
Of General Counsel 


Raleigh.—Appointment of Ken- 
neth F. Wooten, Jr. to serve on the 
staff of the legal department of the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission has been announced by 
General Counsel R. Brookes Peters, 
ris 


Wooten, who is a native of Jack- 
son, Tennessee, is a graduate of 
Vanderbilt University, class of 
1945, and is a 1947 graduate of the 
Law School of Duke University. 
Married to Dr. Jane Herring Woo- 
ten, Raleigh pediatrician, he now 
has residence in Raleigh. 

Appointment of the new member 
of the legal staff is effective im- 
mediately. His duties will be con- 
fined chiefly to the processing of 
right-of-way claims, in which ca- 
pacity he will havve offices in the 
Right-Of-Way Department. He will 
work closely with Right-Of-Way 
Engineer T. B. Wilson and person- 
nel of the Right-Of-Way Depart- 
ment, whose volume of work has 

(Continued on page three) 
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PRISON PROGRESS 

Action of the State High- 
way and Public Works Com- 
mission in moving to secure 
bids on construction of four 
new prison camps to replace 
existing cage-type camps in 
four eastern North Carolina 
counties is a definite sign of 
postwar progress for the 
State’s penal system. 

Begun before the beginning 
of World War II, a program 
of penal modernization result- 
ed in the replacement of all 
but eight of the prison camps 
utilizing mobile cages as pri- 
soners’ quarters. Temporarily 
halted by the war, the pro- 
gram is being put into action 
again. 

With only seven of the cage 
camps now in use, four are 
slated for early destruction. 
At present, the cage camps in 
use are housing a minimum 
number of prisoners. In most 
of the prison camps of the 
State, prisoners’ quarters and 
other buildings are of an ad- 
vanced design and construc- 
tion. Cage camps, although 
now eqiupped with plumbing 
and heating facilities, are the 
only remaining installations 
in use which are not up-to- 
date. 

Even under the best of con- 
ditions, of course, most pri- 
soners cannot be made content 
with their lot. The very nature 
of punishment, even though 
‘it be justly administered, 
guarantees that it will be dis- 
tasteful as compared with per- 
sonal freedom. The recent de- 
crease in number of escapes 
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from prison camps, however, 
shows that the administration 
of prisons and prison camps 
is held to such a level that 
there is a minimum of dis- 
satisfaction with living condi- 
tions. So long as prisoners are 
worked in scattered road 
gangs, without shackles or 
chains of any sort, the pos- 
sibility of escape can never be 
entirely eliminated. The most 
tangible aid toward the re- 
habilitation of prisoners is 
provision for satisfactory liv- 
ing quarters, and that pro- 
vision is being made now. 


| EDITORIAL COMMENT | 


OUR ROADS 
OF THE FUTURE 

This period of bad weather 
and impassable dirt roads has 
raised the issue again of an 
accelerated farm - to - market 
road program for North Caro- 
lina. 


It would be fine if North 
Carolina could have all-weath- 
er roads in every nook and 
corner of the state, particul- 
arly those routes traveled by 
school buses and mail carriers. 

We should realize, however, 
that the N. C. Highway and 
Public Works department is 
making progress, but however 
fast that progress is made, we 
cannot surface all of the 50,- 
000 miles in this generation. 

Last year, more miles were 
surfaced than in any year 
since the state program was 
started in 1921. We are told 
that 1,600 miles were surfaced 
in 1947, yet this is merely a 
fraction of the mileage peti- 
tioned for. The lowest stand- 
ard roads are costing today a 
minimum of $20,000 per mile. 
Both the department and 
every road contracting firm 
have been ngaged in building 
farm-to-market roads, yet 
there are pending petitions 
for thousands of more miles 
that cannot be reached for 
several years. 

All candidates for governor 
have declared themselves for 
more and better roads. Citi- 


| 
zens and taxpayers are eager 


for improved roads and will- 
ing to pay the price for same. 
However, it is not a question 
‘of money at the present time. 
There is a sufficient reserve in 
the highway fund to build all 
the roads that builders, labor 
and equipment will permit for 
at least another year or two. 
There will come a time, in a 
few years, when we will have 
spent the road surplus ac- 
cumulated during war years 
and a highway bond issue will 
be in order, but just now, the 
program is being expanded as 
fast as possible. 

Up until last year when a 

high record in road construc- 
tion was accomplished, more 
mileage was taken on for 
maintenance than the state 
'was building in all-weather 
types. So, the public should 
iknow that everybody can’t get 
an all-weather road within 
one, or even a dozen years, for 
it takes money to repair and 
‘maintain the system we have, 
otherwise our investment 
‘would be lost. 
We want to major in the 
‘building of -farm-to-market 
ben to be sure, but we must 
maintain the system we have 
land not get the idea that a 
‘bond issue would surface 
every road petitioned for. 

The biggest headache that 
officials have is determining 
'which project should be given 
priority in construction.— 
\SHELBY STAR. 
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PRICE TRENDS 


(Continued from page one) 
prices are piling up in sellers’ lots 
in most sections. 

Food prices will slide some more, 
but not down to pre-war levels as 
'many people think. Meat stocks 
are at near record high, but this 
is only temporary. Prices will drop 
some, then go up again, but not 
to previous peaks. 

There are no signs yet, however, 


that the boom is nearing an early 
end. Industrial production continu- 
ed at peak levels through January 
and February and an increased 
output of durable goods is expected 
for March. 


Friday, March 12, 1948 


Today’s Chuckles 


Meek Voice: “Doctor, this is Mr. 
Henpeck. My wife has just dis- 


located her jaw. If you’re out this , 


way within the next week or two, 
you might drop in.” 
* ae * 

Katie: “Well, at last I’ve gotten 
a raise in salary.” 

Marty: “Honestly?” 

Katie: “Oh, don’t be so darn in- 
quisitive!” 

* * * 

Prof: “Can you give me an ex- 
ample of a commercial appliance 
used in ancient times?” 

Student: “Yes, the loose-leaf sys- 
tem used in the Garden of Eden.” 
1 * * 

The absent-minded office manager 
pulled the typewriter down on his 
lap and began to unfasten the rib- 
bon. 

* * * 

He: “After I get up in the morn- 
ing and shave, I feel twenty years 
younger.” 

She: “You should shave before 
you go to bed.” 
* * * 

Unto the hat the girdle said, 
“Proceed, my darling dear, “Go 
on ahead, I shall bring up the 
rear.” 

* * * 

Angry wife: “I’m so mad I could 
slap that bonehead clerk for send- 
ing me a brassiere three sizes too 
small!” 

Hubby: “There, there, my dear— 
try and pull yourself togeather.” 

* * * 

A hillbilly was brought to court 
after a fight. “Tell your story,” de- 
manded the judge. 

‘Well, I was ina telephone booth, 
talking to my gal, proposin’ mar- 
riage,” explained the hillbilly, 
“when this man here suddenly 
wants to use the telephone. He 
opens the door, grabs me by the 
neck and throws me out of the 
booth.” 

“Then you got angry?” asked 
the judge. 

“Yes, sir. But I got real sore 


| when he grabbed my gal and threw 


her out, too.” 
* co * 

‘Oh, married life is all right, I 
guess. But my husband is so old- 
fashioned. It’s positively humiliat- 
ing the way he asks my dates if 
their intentions are honorable or 
dishonorable.” 

* * * 

“My brother has 12 medals. He 
won them in the war.” 

“He must have been a sharp- 
shooter.” wtp 

“No, he was a great crapshooter.” 


9 
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More Chuckles 


Four young men, visiting the 


Qoic: before the war, delighted in 


y laying all sorts of pranks on a 


servant. With no trace of resent- 
ment in his attitude, he brought in 
their coffee, day after day. 

Finally they decided to play no 
more tricks on such a good fellow, 
and told him so. 

“No more nail shoes to floor?” 
the servant asked. 

INO. 

“No more put sand in bed?” 

“No.” 

“Okay! No more put dishwater 
in coffee.” 

* * * 

Employer: “Can’t you give me a 
reference?” 

Prospective Employee: “Here’s a 
letter—it reads: To whom it may 
concern. We had Sam Jones work- 
ing for us for three weeks and we 
can truthfully say we are satis- 
fied!” 

* * * 

A contractor walked past the 
psychiatric ward of an asylum each 
morning on his way to the office 
and watched one of the inmates go 
through the motions of winding up 
and pitching an imaginary ball. 
One of his friends finally asked 
him why he stopped daily and 
watched the screwball go through 
his act. 

“Well,” he answered, “if things 
keep going the way they are on 
this present job, I'll soon be in 
there catching for that guy, and I 
want to get on to his curves.” 

* * * 

“T’m a sailor and I’ve been mar- 
ried nine times.” 

“You’re not a sailor, you’re a 
wholesaler.” 

* * * 

“So you’re no longer a struggling 
stenographer?” 

“No, as soon as I stopped strug- 
gling I didn’t have to be a steno- 
grapher.” 

RC oe 

Somebody wrote i nto ask if we 
knew the difference between a little 
girl and a big girl. ‘Can’t see where 
there’s any doubt. One is older than 
the other. One is younger than the 
other. The little girl likes to be 
‘tucked in bed. Gosh why did we 
ever bring up such a question? 

% * * 

Old Maid: “I can’t decide be- 
tween the divan and the armchair.” 

Clerk: “Lady, you can’t make a 
mistake on a nice confortable chair 
like this.” 

Old Maid: 
divan. 


“O.K. Vll take the 


* %* * 


They’re taking him away in an 
ambulance for beating his wife. 
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Oxford Traffic Survey 


Completed March 10th 


Oxford.—Conducted during the 
period from March 1 through 10, 
a traffic survey designed to throw 
more light on local conditions has 
just been concluded here under the 
direction of W. Dunlop White of 
the Division of Statistics and Plan- 
ning of the State Highway and 
Public Works Commission. 

Approximately 20 persons— 15 
local residents and five men from 
the Raleigh headquarters of the 
Highway Commission— were in- 
volved in the work of making the 
survey. Checking stations were 
established on all highways leading 
into and out of Oxford, and motor- 
ists were stopped and requested to 
supply information as to origin and 
destination of their trips. 

Similar to the traffic surveys con- 
ducted in Charlotte and other cities 
of the State, the study just con- 
cluded here will furnish accurate 
information about the direction, 
volume, and type of traffic in Ox- 
ford, and will point a way toward 
making necessary traffic reforms. 

Mayor W. M. Hicks and other 
local officials acted in co-operation 
with Highway Commission officials 
in making preparation for, and in 
conducting the survey. 


PRISONERS’ CAGE 


(Continued from page one) 
the new construction for which 
advertisement has been made is as 
follows: 

Nash County: Approximately 5 
miles east of Spring Hope on U.S. 
64. General Construction required: 
Prisoners’ Quarters, Dining Hall, 
Laundry, Confinement Cell, Guards’ 
Quarters, District Office, Boiler 
House, Septic Tank, Filter Bed, 
Walk, Grading Terracing, cleanout 
boxes, Change in location of gates. 

Hertford County: Approximately 
2 miles north of Ahoskie on N.C. 97, 
thence west 2.8 miles on county 
road. General construction requir- 
ed: Prisoners, Quarters, Boiler 
road. General construction requir- 
ed: Prisoners‘ Quarters, Boiler 
House, Pump House, Tank Tower, 
alteration in Superintendent’s 
Quarters, Cleanout boxes, Walk, 
etc. 

Sampson County: On county 
road about 2 miles north of Clinton 
between U.S. 421 and U.S. 701. 
General construction required: 
Prisoners’ Quarters, Boiler House, 
Pump House, Tank, Tower, Grad- 
ing, Terracing, Cleanout Boxes, 
Walk, Concrete Steps, etc. 

Carteret County: Approximately 
0.75 mi. east of Newport on county 
road just off U. S. 70. General 
Construction required: Prisoners’ 
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Do You Know? 


1. In one of the 48 states it is 
possible for a county to carry on a 
3-year federal-aid secondary pro- 
gram totaling $225,000 by putting 
up $387,500 of its own money. Do 
you know which state it is? 

2. Advertising pays, say state 
tourist bureaus. During 1946 the 
states spent $8,500,000 to attract 
a $6,000,000,000 tourist business. 
What is the outlook for 1947? Will 
there be more tourist business or 
less? 

8. This advertisement appeared 
in a San Francisco newspaper 86 
years ago: “Wanted. Young, skinny 
fellow, not over 18. Must be extra 
bright, willing to risk death daily. 
Orphans preferred. What was the 
advertiser looking for? 

4, Coal trains are familiar sights 
on the nation’s railroads, but how 
much of all the bituminous coal and 
lignite mined in the United States 
starts on its way to consumers over 
highways? is it 50 per cent; 25 per 
cent; 15 per cent; 5 per cent? 


WOOTEN 


(Continued from page one) 
increased greatly as a result of 
the postwar expansion in the build- 
ing of roads by the Highway Com- 
mission. 


Quarters, Boiler House, Pump 


House, Tank, Tower, etc. 
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Locating Department Embarks On Project 


To Make Aerial Maps Of Selected Areas 


fe) 


Raleigh.—Initial outlay of the 
sum of $3,000 to the Aero Service 
Gorporation of Philadephia to begin 
the mapping of two sections of 
North Carolina covering a distance 
of 120 miles has been approved by 
the board of award of the Division 
of Purchase and Contract, and pro- 
ject will be started in the near 
future, according to Chief Locating 
Engineer R. Getty Browing. 

A new step in Locating Depart- 
ment procedure, the maps of the 
two sections of the State which will 
be made available as a result of the 
project will be of great value in 
determining precise routes for 
several relocation jobs now pend- 
ing, Browning stated. Although 
aerial maps of a number of areas 
within the State have been used 
preiously, no uniform aerial map 
service could hitherto be obtained) 
by the locating engineers. The new 
maps are expected to provide 
practical means of studing the en- 
tire areas involved in projects now | 


under consideration, and to allow 
the projection of proposed routes 
directly upon the maps themselves. 

In two parts, the first section of 
the initial mapping process will be 
carried out over an area extending 
roughly from Thomasville to Efland 
and the second part will embrace 
the territory between Monticello 
and Pelham. 

Use of the aerial map service in 
this connection is entirely apart 
from the project in which the High- 
way Commission has entered into 
an agreement with the U.S. Geo- 
logical Survey. For this project, 
the members of the State Highway 
and Public Works Commission at 
their meeting of June 26, 1947 
allocated the sum of $25,000 per 
year for the current biennium to 
be used for mapping along with an 
equal sum appropriated by the 
Federal government. Work on this 
project was scheduled to have been 
begun in the fall of 1947, but de- 
tailed progress reports are not cur- 
rently available. 


February Prison Record Shows Lowest 
Number Of Escapes For Past Six Years 


O 


Seine, pee aed 1 

Raleigh. — Escapes from North 
Carolina prison camps during Feb- 
ruary—seven in 28 days— reached 
the lowest point recorded during 
the past six years, State Penal 
Director Clyde O. Robinson has re- 
ported. 

Weather of extreme severity was 
the chief factor which produced the 
low number of escapes, Robinson 
pointed out, noting that most types 
of outdoor work were cut to a 
minimum while the snow and ice 
were on the ground. In many in- 
stances, he said, work of a nature 
necessary for keeping the roads 
open was performed by special 
crews of honor-grade prisoners, 
who were given extra gained time 
for the work which they did during 
the bad weather. 

Recaptures during February to- 
taled 10, three more than the num- 
ber of escapes during the period, 
but did not include the recaptuers 
of the three men who made a break 
from the Pitt county prison camp 
on February 25. Previous record 
month for the Prison Department 
was March, 1947, for which month 
10 escapes and 24 recaptures were 
recorded. The record for January, 
1948, showed 10 escapes and 23 
recaptures. 

Escape Ratings 

Escape ratings for February 

were: 


Three Stars 

(No Escapes) 
Central Prison and all others 
with the exception of the following. 


Two Stars 
(One Escape) 
Macon 1009, Yadkin 810, Jackson 
1008, Caldwell 803. 


(More Than Two Escapes) 
Pitt 210. 


ANSWERS TO 
‘DO YOU KNOW?’ 


1. The state is Alabama. Further, it will 
be possible for an Alabama county to spend 
the sum of $450,000 on combined federal-aid 
and state-aid programs in the 3-year period 
by putting up $150,000 of its own money. 

2. Only estimates are possible right now, 
but 29 states and the District of Columbia 
are counting on tourist business totaling 
more than $5,000,000,000 just among them- 
selves. Florida expects to top the $605,000,- 
000 business it did last year, Michigan looks 
for at least $500,000,000, Pennsylvania for 
$600,000,000 and New York for $1,000,000,- 
000. Advertising is going to increase pro- 
portionately. 

3. Pony Express riders. The advertisement 
appeared at the time of the birth of the 
service from San Francisco to St. Joseph, 
Mo. The riders made it with the mails in 
10 days. 

4. According to the Bureau of Mines, 
about 92,000,000 tons or 15 per cent of all 
the bituminous coal and lignite mined in the 


United States in 1944 started on its way to'| 


ultimate consumers over highways. About 


40,000,000 tons or 6 per cent consisted of | 
their feathers, especially their tail 


complete truck shipments. 
From “Better Roads.” 


Bids Received For Right-Of-Way Clearing 


On Charlotte Cross-Town Boulevard Project @ 


Cee Pe oe hs 
Charlotte. — Action toward be-| Relocation Project In™ 


ginning work on the cross-town 
boulevard here was taken on March 


Alamance Proceeding 


8, when bids were received in F ollowing Carr Ruling 


Raleigh by the State Highway and 
Public Works Commission, on the 
first part of a four-stage job of 
moving and demolishing buildings 
along the right-of-way. 

On Wednesday, March 3, at 10:0 


a.m., bids were received for Parts’ 


I and II of the project, calling for 
the moving of brick and stone 
buildings along the entire right-of- 
way and for the moving of frame 
buildings on one-half the right-of- 
way. 

A total low bid of $79,150.00 on 
Part I and Part II of the projects 
was submitted by Wheeler and 
Watkins of Stem. Bids were re- 
ceived also from two other contract- 
ing firms. 

On Tuesday, March 9 bids were 
received for moving the frame 
buildings on the remaining part of 
the right-of-way and for demolish- 
ing and removing from the right- 
of-way limits 15 other buildings.. 

Crouch Brothers of Mooresville 
of-way limits 15 other buildings. 
submitted a low bid of $61,675.00 
on Part III of the project, and 
Marion Bailey and E. F. Phillips 
of Selma submitted a low bid of 
$7,650.00 on Part IV. 


The first link of the boulevard 
will extend from East Morehead 
to Seventh Street, and the second 
link of the project is planned to 
extend from Seventh Street to the 
Monroe road. When completed, the 
highway will provide a by-pass 
route connected with U.S. 74 which 
will make it possible for through 
traffic to avoid the more congested 
streets near the center of the city. 

The boulevard plans call for a 
completed width of 82 feet, and 
total cost of the project is estimated 
a more than $2,000,000.00. Cost of 
securing right-of-way agreements 
alone is estimated at more than 
half a million dollars. Expense of 
constructing the cross-town traffic 
artery will be borne jointly by the 
State Highway and Public Works 
Commission, the Federal govern- 
ment and the City of Charlotte. 


While birds have regular ears, 
much of their acute sense of hear- 
ing comes through the auditory aid 
of feathers, according to Dr. Chris- 
tian A. Volf, internationally-known 
physicist. Dr. Volf says that ex- 
tensive experiments which he has 
made prove that birds hear through 


feathers. 
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Graham. — Hearings conducted 
before Judge Leo Carr of Durham 
in Superior Court here on Feb- 
ruary 7 and 21 have ended in dis- 
‘solution of a restraining order 
issued against the State Highway 
and Public Works Commission. 

Following a three-to-two vote by 
the Alamance Board of County 
Commissioners, the restraining or- 
der, which enjoined the Commission 
not to proceed with the relocation 
of N.C. Highway 87 in the vicinity 
of Ossipee, was signed January 27 
by Judge Allen H. Gwyn. 

In the two hearings conducted 
here, local residents who protested 
the Highway Commission action 
contended that relocation of N.C. 
87 should be made along a route 
west of Ossipee, rather than the 
eastern route favored by the Com- 
mission. Representatives of the 
highway group appeared at the 
hearing to testify that adequate 
notice of the relocation plans had 
been given, and that the eastern 
route avoided certain natural bar- 
riers which existed along the other 
proposed route. 

Taking action after the dissolu- 
tion of the restraining order, the 
Highway Commission awarded the 
contract for structures along the 
relocation route on February 25. 
The roadway contract has been re- 
advertised because of a bid mistake 
made by the low bidder at the let- 
ting of January 29. 


DELAYED ACTION 

“Delayed action” is a term 
which certainly has a real mean- 
ing for personnel of the Highway 
Commission’s Division of Sta- 
tistics and Planning these days, 
following receipt of a postal card 
in the mail. 

Headed “Truck, Tractor-Truck 
and Bus Data,” the card was one 
of several thousand sent out in a 
survey conducted jointly by the 
Highway Commission and the 
Bureau of Public Roads of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
On the card the requested data 
had been neatly typed in by a 
Lilesville farmer. ; 

There was only one peculiar 
fact involved in the whole matter 
—the card was sent out in 1938, 
just ten years ago, and the reply 
bore the postmark “March 4, 
1948.” 3 
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